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US Embassy sponsors regional
wildlife conservation workshop

By A Staff Reporter

MUSCAT The US
Embassy in Muscat, in col-
laboration with the US
Department of the Interior’s
Fish and Wildlife Service,
opened yesterday a wildlife
trade workshop for govern-
ment officials from the
Ministry of Environment and
Climate Affairs and from
counterpart ministries across
the Middle East and North
Africa region.

The workshop, which will
run through March 24, fol-
lows the successful comple-
tion of a similar programme
for Omani and US partici-
pants.

These activities are part of
the joint US-Oman commit-
ment to strengthening imple-
mentation of the Convention
on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES).

L Victor Hurtado, the
Embassy’s Chargé d’Affaires
ad interim, welcomed partici-
pants and highlighted the
importance of strengthening
CITES capacity in Oman.
“The illegal trade in wildlife
is a multi-billion dollar indus-
try that impacts thxde hun-
dreds of millions of plant and
animal species listed under
the Convention,” he said.

“This unregulated trade

threatens the sustainability of
some of the region’s most
characteristic species, includ-
ing the Arabian Oryx and the
sea turtles found along the
Omani coast. The future of
Oman’s emerging ecotourism
industry depends on the
responsible management of
these vulnerable animals.”

This workshop will enable
participants to learn from and
interact with representatives
from the CITES Secretariat
and the US Fish and Wildlife
Service.

Participants will discuss
broad-level CITES policies
and topics such as reporting
under the Convention, com-
pliance and enforcement
mechanisms, species identifi-
cation, working with the
CITES Secretariat, and par-
ticipation in the bi-annual
Conference of the Parties.

The US Department of
State is funding this pro-
gramme through the Middle

East Partnership Initiative
(MEPI), which works with
governments and people in
the Middle East and North
Africa to expand economic,
political, and educational
opportunities.

The US Department of the
Interior’s programmes pro-
vide environmental and tech-
nical assistance in support of

Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs) and Trade and
Investment Framework

Agreements (TIFAs) with
countries in the region. These
courses are intended to assist
governments in strengthening
their capacity to regulate
trade in wildlife in order to
meet commitments enshrined
in such agreements.

The Department of the
Interior is the primary conser-
vation agency in the United
States. It manages one-fifth of
all lands in the US, including
the extensive network of
National Parks, National
Wildlife Refuges, and other
recreation areas. The desig-

nated CITES authorities for

the US are housed in the US
Fish and Wildlife Service.

Working in partnership
with Oman, the US Embassy
in Muscat supports a range of
programmes reflecting the
deep historic, diplomatic, and
economic  bilateral ties
between the United States and
the Sultanate.

BOOK CARNIVAL
ON 26TH: As part of its

ongoing fund-raising cam-
paign, Dar al Atta’s (house
of giving) Let’s Read — the
third Big Book Carnival
will be held on Thursday
from 11 am to 5 pm at the
Jawhrat Shatti Complex.
Along with the book car-
nival, various procreative
artivitiee inclndine contecte

Interior ministers
meet in Beirut

MUSCAT — Sayyid Saud bin Ibrahim al Busaidy,
Minister of Interior, is leading Oman’s delegation to a
two-day meeting of the Arab Interior Ministers’ Council
which opens in Beirut today.

The meeting will discuss Arab co-operation in securi-
tv fielde in the licht nf international develonments and

SUNDAY, M

MUSCAT — The Board ¢
directors of the Informatic
Technology Authornity (IT?
met yesterday under the au
pices of Mohammed b
Nasser al Khusaibi, Chairm:
of ITA.

Besides reviewing ar
approving the minutes of t

Ibri celebrates
families,
craftsmen’s day

IBRI — Shaikh Mohammed
bin Ali al Qatabi, Minister
of Fisheries, yesterday.
presided over a ceremony to
mark  the  Producing
Families’ during which
crafts persons where felici-
tated.

The function was organ-
ised by the Directorate
General of Social
Development at Al
Dhabhirah region in collabo-
ration with Omani Women’s
Association in Ibri.

Khamis bin Zahir al
Fahdi, Director General of
the Directorate General of
Social Development at Al
Dhahirah region gave a
speech saying that the cere-
mony has been staged to
mark the Arab Day of
Producing families which
falls on March 15th every
year.

It comes to highlight the
efforts made by the Social
Development Ministry tc
improve the living of the
needy social security fami-
lies, he added.

“The Social
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